Management of myasthenic patients with thymoma.
Myasthenia gravis (MG) associated with thymomas differs from nonthymomatous MG, and thymomas associated with MG are also different from non-MG thymomas. According to the World Health Organization classification, the incidence of MG in thymomas was the highest in the subtypes B2, B1, and AB. Transsternal approach is still regarded as the gold standard for surgical treatment of thymomas. Less-invasive techniques of thymectomy are promising, but it is too early to estimate their real oncological value. In the series including more than 100 patients, the prognosis for survival is better in patients with thymomas associated with MG than in those with non-MG thymomas, and the prognosis for patients with MG associated with thymoma is worse than that for patients with nonthymomatous MG.